Reception: On the Farm Spring 2

This half term Reception's topicwillbe Onthe Farm. Thisis a fantastictopicto learn about different
types of farms around the world and why their produce isimportant to our everyday lives. We will
be readinglots of beautiful books with afarm theme such as What the ladybird heard by Julia
Donaldson, Oliver's Vegetables by Vivian French and Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell.

Incorporatedinto ourtopicwe will be exploring Eastertoo towards the end of the halfterm linking
intraditional farm animals such as chickens and lambs.

One big focus Reception will be having this halftermisreadingandrecording cvcwords
independently such as dog, duck, pig, hen etc.
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On The Farm: Week 1
Book of the week: Wake up time on Bumble Farm By Twinkl Resources

We will be introducing our new topicand understanding what the children already know about
farms and the activities that happenona farm.

Some of our activities willinclude:

e Drawinga planof afarm and what we think would live on atraditional working farmin
England.

e Making ourfarms usingour plans and talking what materials are best to make our farms.
¢ Singingfamilarsongs aboutfarms such as Old MacDonald and Farmer'sin his Den.

e Listeningtosoundsona farm and naming what the sounds are.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listen-and-play-on-the-farm/zb43pg8

e Recitinganew poem from Farmyard Hullabaloo.
e  Whatam I? The children will be writing words or a short caption about a hidden farm animal.

e Measuringand cutting wool the sheep has made, practising our cutting skills as well as
measuring skills.

e Studyingthe work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo.

e Role playinginthe Mill Dam Farm shop and cafe.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listen-and-play-on-the-farm/zb43pg8
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6 - Book of the Week

7 - Artwork by Giuseppe Arcimboldo



8 - Artwork by Giuseppe Arcimboldo

One the Farm: Week 2




Book of the week: Farmer Duck By Martin Waddell

This week some of our activities will be:

Writing lists of jobs for Duck to do from the farmer.

Learninga new poem from Farmyard Hullabaloo.

Singing5 Little Ducks and recitingnumberbondsto 5.

Discussing the story of The Ugly Duckling and how to be kind.

Designing and making cards for Mother's Day.

Sensory play - feeding animals in the tuff tray counting the correct number of scoops

Fred Frog's favourite words - Children to practise forming cvcwords for Fred. Encouraging
children towrite these independently once confident.

Fine motordevelopment: Helping the farmer clean the animals with brushes.

Retelling the story of Farmer Duck in the small world area.

9 - Book of the week



On The Farm: Week 3

Book of the week: What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson

Some of our activities this week are:

Cuttingand creatinga ladybird orfarm animal mosaicinthe scissorarea.

Writing a wanted posterforthe intruderstothe farm.

Reciting another poem from Farmyard Hullabaloo.

Follow aset of instructions to make a sheepinthe creative area.
Solvingaprobleminthe farm shop.

Sorting fruitand vegetablesin the farm shop and talking about the health benefits.

Studying some more artwork by Giuseppe Arcimboldo and beginningto explore printing
with some vegetables such as potatoes and carrots.

Developingball skillsin PEand the movements we need to control aball and have good
coordination.

Learning new songs All Around the Farm.

Fred Frog's new words to record and write.



High Frequency word challenge, can the children recognise the words such as |, the, said, he,
me, she and make the words using magneticletters.

On the Farm: Week 4

Book of the week: Plantand grow. John Deere collection.

Thisweek we will be discussing and identifying the differences between some farms.

Arable farming: Growing crops to go to market.

Pastoral farming: Animals are reared for their produce such as eggs, milk and meat.

Mixed farming: A mix of growing crops and rearinganimals.

Here are some of the activities we will be doing:

Namingourfavourite vegetables and fruits

Comparingan arable and pastoral farm and the children can talk about how the farms are
different.

Sorting productsin the farm shopinto arable and pastoral.

Problem of the day in the farm shop: The farmer's crops have been eaten and how there are
no vegetablesforthe farm shop. What can the children do to help the farmerin future?
Design and build a scarecrow.

Beginning to make Easter cards with a farm topic. Can the children talk about what they
have learntaboutfarms and animalsso far?

Fine motordevelopment/ sensory play: coloured rice and brushes keeping the rice withina
silhouette of afarm animal. Canthe children make small accurate movementsto build the
strengthinthe dominant hand?



Growing crops - Science experiment what does a plant need to grow? Can the children think
of different places we could putaseedtoseeifit will grow? Children to monitorthe
progress of their plant.

Machinery on a farm: can the children cut out a tractor and assemble it back togetherlike a
jigsaw. Why do farmers need tractors? How do they help farmers?

Helpingthe farmerpack and sell seedsinthe farm shop. Can the children put the correct
amount of seedsinthe pouches. How can they check? Do they recognise the written
numbersupto 10?

Investigation what vegetables grow below the soil? Above the soil? Sorting and labelling the
vegetables.




On the Farm: Week 5

Book of the week: Oliver's vegetables By Vivian French

Here are some of our activities:
e Making ourown self portraitsin the style of Giuseppe Arcimboldo by printing vegetables.
e Scissorcontrol cutting lettuce forthe animals on the pastoral farm.
e labellingthe foodinthe farmshop aftera new delivery of food.

e Snack areasortingand weighingthe food. Does every orange weigh the same? Whichisthe
heaviest snack and how do you know?

e PE ball movementsand control increasingtoa game situation e.g. dodgeball.
e monitoringourplantsandtheirlocationinthe classroom - has there been any change yet?

e Lifecycle ofa chicken - can the children talk about the life cycle and the stages of the life
cycle - isthis familiarto a penguin from last half term? Why?

e Recitinganew poem from Farmyard Hullabaloo.

e What livesona pastoral farm? Can the children sortimagesinto arable and pastoral?



e Childrentoidentify and name where produce comes from e.g. milk - cow, cheese - cow or
goat, eggs - chicken.

e Scissorcontrol - Childrento cut out an egg and alongthe cracks and piece it back together.

11 - Book of the week.

On the Farm: Week 6 Easter

Thisweek we will be focusing on Easterand why it is celebrated.



We will be encouraging the children to think of other Christian celebrations they know about such as
Christmas.

In additionif the children can remember other celebrations we have learnt about, going back to our
learningin Autumn 2 on celebrations.

Here are some of the activities we will be participatingin:

Orderingevents of the Easter story
Listeningtoandreciting the Easterstory.
Researchingandinvestigating how peoplecelebrate Easter.
Why is an Easter Egg a symbol at this celebration?

Designingtheirown Eastereggand creatingit in the junk modelling area. Can the children
talk about the materials they are using? Which textures will make the egg heavy/light?

Trying traditional Easter foods such as hot cross buns.

What isinside aegg? Science experiment - Will aegg change in differentliquids? Hot water,
cold water, vinegaretc

Writing Easter cards to family and friends.
Jumpingand countingintwao's like the Easter Bunny.

Egg paintingandrolling. Can the children rotate the eggs clockwise oranticlockwise? Do
they children have good control of small movements?

12 - The Easter Story. Book of the week.



